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General Marking Instructions

Introduction
Mark schemes are intended to ensure that the GCSE examinations are marked consistently and fairly. 
The mark schemes provide markers with an indication of the nature and range of candidates’ responses 
likely to be worthy of credit. They also set out the criteria which they should apply in allocating marks to 
candidates’ responses.

Assessment objectives
Below are the assessment objectives for GCSE Double Award Science.

Candidates must:

AO1 	 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
	 	 • scientific ideas; and
	 	 • scientific techniques and procedures;

AO2 	 Apply knowledge and understanding of and develop skills in:
	 	 • scientific ideas; and
	 	 • scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures; and

AO3 	 Analyse scientific information and ideas to:
	 	 • interpret and evaluate;
	 	 • make judgements and draw conclusions; and
		  • develop and improve experimental procedures.

Quality of candidates’ responses
In marking the examination papers, examiners should be looking for a quality of response reflecting 
the level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old which is the age at which the 
majority of candidates sit their GCSE examinations.

Flexibility in marking
Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive. No mark scheme can cover all the responses 
which candidates may produce. In the event of unanticipated answers, examiners are expected to use 
their professional judgement to assess the validity of answers. If an answer is particularly problematic, 
then examiners should seek the guidance of the Supervising Examiner.

Positive marking
Examiners are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what candidates 
know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or omissions. The exception 
to this for GCSE Double Award Science is when examiners are marking complex calculations when the 
Examiners are briefed to mark by error or omission.

Examiners should make use of the whole of the available mark range for any particular question and 
be prepared to award full marks for a response which is as good as might reasonably be expected of a 
16-year-old GCSE candidate.

Awarding zero marks
Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an answer 
which is completely incorrect or inappropriate. 

Marking Calculations
In marking answers involving calculations, examiners should apply the ‘carry error through’ rule so that 
candidates are not penalised more than once for a computational error. To avoid a candidate being 
penalised, marks can be awarded where correct conclusions or inferences are made from their incorrect 
calculations.
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Types of mark schemes
Mark schemes for tasks or questions which require candidates to respond in extended written form are 
marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written communication.
Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis with marks 
awarded for each valid piece of information provided.

Levels of response
In deciding which level of response to award, examiners should look for the number of indicative content 
points in candidate responses to ensure that the answer has been written to coincide with the question. 
In deciding which mark within a particular level to award to any response, quality of communication will 
be assessed and examiners are expected to use their professional judgement.

The following guidance is provided to assist examiners.

•	 Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and should be awarded 
a mark at or near the bottom of the range.

•	 High performance: Response which fully satisfies the level description and should be awarded a 
mark at or near the top of the range.

Quality of written communication
Quality of written communication is taken into account in assessing candidates’ responses to all tasks 
and questions that require them to respond in extended written form. These tasks and questions are 
marked on the basis of bands of response. The description for each band of response includes reference 
to the quality of written communication.

For conciseness, quality of written communication is distinguished within bands of response as follows:

Band A: 	 Quality of written communication is excellent.
Band B: 	 Quality of written communication is good.
Band C: 	 Quality of written communication is basic.
Band D: 	 Response not worthy of credit.

In interpreting these band descriptions, examiners should refer to the more detailed guidance provided 
below:

Band A (Excellent): Excellent reference to scientific terminology. The candidate successfully selects and 
uses the most appropriate form and style of writing. Relevant material is organised with a high degree 
of clarity and coherence. There is widespread and accurate use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. 
Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are of a sufficiently high standard to make meaning 
clear.

Band B (Good): Good reference to scientific terminology. The candidate makes a reasonable selection 
and use of an appropriate form and style of writing. Relevant material is organised with some clarity and 
coherence. There is some use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently competent to make meaning clear.

Band C (Basic): Basic reference to scientific terminology. The candidate makes only a limited selection 
and use of an appropriate form and style of writing. The organisation of material may lack clarity and 
coherence. There is little use of specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar 
may be such that intended meaning is not clear.

Listing
Where one response is required to gain a mark, candidates will not gain credit if a correct response is 
given alongside one or more incorrect responses. This is referred to as listing.
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AVAILABLE
MARKS

1	 Gas/hydrogen  
	 Dust
 
	 Gravity 
	 Pulls together/brings together/attracts 

	 Fusion 

	 Light from stars	
	

Response Marks
Candidates explain 5 or 6 of the above points. They use good 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. The form and style is of a 
high standard and specialist terms are used appropriately

[5]–[6]

Candidates explain 3 or 4 of the above points. They use 
satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. The form and 
style is of a satisfactory standard and they have made use of 
some specialist terms.

[3]–[4]

Candidates explain 1 or 2 of the above points. They use limited 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. The form and style is of a 
limited standard and they have made no use of specialist terms.

[1]–[2]

Response not worthy of credit. [0]
                                                                                          		  [6]	 6

2	 (a) 	 Earth 				    [1]
		  Uranus 				    [1]
		  Circle around the four furthest from the sun 	 [1]
		  Mars 				    [1]	 [4]

	 (b)	 Comets 				    [1]
		  Asteroids 			   [1]
		  Gravity 				    [1]	 [3]		  7

3	 (a)	 (i) 	 Power = Energy / Time 		  [1]
			      152 = Energy / 600 [1] + [1] 		  [2]
			      Energy = 91200 (J)		  [1]	 [4]

		  (ii)	 P=IV 			   [1]
			      184 = I × 230 		  [1]
			       I = 0.8 (A)			   [1]	 [3]

		  (iii)	 V=IR 			   [1] 
		       	 V=0.1 × 30 [1] + [1] 		  [2] 
			      =3 (V)			   [1]	 [4]

	 (b)	 (i)	   Current that (always) flows in one direction 	 [1]
			      Current that is changing direction (threshold)  	 [1]
			      constantly/continually/repeatedly 	 [1]	 [3]

		  (ii)	 correct dc graph			   [1]	 15
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AVAILABLE
MARKS

4	 (a)	 (Plotting) compass 		  [1]
		  Student B 			   [1]	 [2]

	 (b)	 Decrease current 		  [1]
		  Remove the iron core 		  [1]
		  Reduce the number of turns on the coil 	 [1]	 [3]	 5

5	 (a)	 (i)  	 Frequency greater than 20 000 Hz	 	 [1]

		  (ii)	 v = fλ 	 	 	 [1]

	 	 	     330 = 33000 × λ [1] + [1] 		  [2]
	 	 	     λ = 0.01 (m)	 	 [1]	 [4]

	 (b)	 vibrate/oscillate (independent)		  [1]
		  right angles/perpendicular 		  [1]
		  (to) the direction of the wave (dependent on 2nd point)	 [1]	 [3]

	 (c)	 3 (cm)				    [1]
		  10 (cm)				    [1]	 [2]

	 (d)	 frequency is the number of waves per second 	 [1]

		  f = 60
30 				    [1]

	 	 = 0.5 (Hz)	 	 	 [1]	 [3]	 13

6	 (i)	 X-ray 				    [1]
		  Ultraviolet 			   [1]
		  Radio (waves) 			   [1]	 [3]

	 (ii)	 Gamma ray – cause cancer/can damage cells/DNA 	 [1]  
		  Microwave – Can heat internal body tissues 	 [1] 
		  Infrared – Burns your skin 		  [1]
		  Visible light – Blindness/Can damage your eyes 	 [1]	 [4]	 7
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AVAILABLE
MARKS

7	 (a)	 (2) 5 (1) 4 3 (6)	

	 	 3 correct [2] 1 correct [1]			   [2]

	 (b)	 (i)	

O F

F
[1] [1]

[1]

Arrows 

I

[1]

								        [4]
			   Focal length = 3 (cm)		  [1]	 [5]

		  (ii)	 Real				    [1]	 8

8	 (a)	

N

prism

white light
screen

[1]

[1]

[1]

	

					     [3]

	 (b)	 Green 				    [1]
		  Violet 				    [1]
		  Different colours/wavelengths travel at different speeds	  [1]	 [3]	 6
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AVAILABLE
MARKS

9	 (a)	 Correct symbol for lamp in gap Z 		  [1]
		  Correct symbol for voltmeter in branch across gap Z 	 [1]
		  Correct symbol for ammeter in either of the remaining gaps 	 [1]
		  Correct symbol for variable resistor in either of the remaining gaps 	 [1]	 [4]

	 (b)	 Current/A or mA [1] + [1]		   [2]
		  Graph starts at origin (threshold)		  [1]
		  Curve has an increasing gradient 		  [1]	 [4]

	 (c)	 Resistance increases 		  [1] 
		  Temperature rises 		  [1] 
		  Electrons (threshold)		  [1]
		  More collisions			   [1]
		  With atoms 			   [1]	 [5]	 13

									        Total	 80


